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that the constable was carrying out his instructions. He then approached
the Colonial Office, and the Colonial Office, too, returned the same stereo-
typed answer, adding that instructions were from the Immigration Res-
triction Department. Mr. Vaz then applied to the Principal Immigration
Restriction Officer, who put the finishing touch by declining to inform
Mr. Vaz of the instructions, saying: "I do not feel called upon to ans-
wer inquiries from outside as to inter-departmental arrangements." Rough
treatment is not denied. The action of the constable is throughout up-
held, and when the public want to know what regulations there are which
they have to obey, they are told it is not their business! This is a new
method of administration. Hitherto, the people who have to obey laws
have been acquainted with the nature of such laws, but now the Govern-
ment has decided that the Immigration Department is to work its regu-
lations in secrecy, and to expect the public, who are affected thereby,
to guess what they are likely to be and obey them. We mention the
Government specially, because Mr. Harry Smith has evidently written
under inspiration. So far as we know, he has never withheld information
from the public. What advantage the Government wishes to gain by
keeping its precious regulations secret we do not know, but we do know
that the action of the constable was undoubtedly illegal, and the attempt
made by the Government to bolster up an illegality by withholding infor-
mation from the complainant is, to say the least of it, highly un-British.
We congratulate our contemporary on having given publicity to
what is nothing short of a scandal, and, what is more, for dealing with
it strongly in an editorial note.

Indian Opinion, 11-11-1905     .

148. RUSSIA AND INDIA
The present unrest in Russia has a great lesson for us. The Czar of
Russia1 today wields the most autocratic power in the world.- The
people of Russia suffer numerous hardships. The poor are crushed by the
weight of taxes; the soldiers put down the people,, who have to submit
to all the whims of the Czar. Intoxicated with power, the officers do
not care for the welfare of the people. Their only function, they think,
is to add to their own power and wealth. Entirely against the people's
will, the Czar declared war against Japan,2 causing a river of blood of
Russian soldiers to flow. The wealth acquired by the sweat of thousands
of labourers was thrown into the sea of Japan.
The Russian people have suffered all this for years, but they have now
reached the limit of their patience. They have struggled hard to end this
tyranny, but in vain. They rose in rebellion and killed the Czars, but
1 Czar Nicholas II, (1868-1918), came to the throne in   1894.
2 The Russo-Japanese War was declared in February 1904; the Russians were  defeated
and peace was signed on September 5,  1905.